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Who are we?

BEDLAN research group consists of biologists’, Iinguistsz, a modeller’ and

a geographer4. We focus on linguistic variation, mechanisms of language divergence,
and linguistic dispersion by applying frameworks and methods of evolutionary
biology to data of Uralic languages, Finnic languages and Finnish dialects.
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4. Testing divergence mechanisms

Microevolutionary processes with Finnish dialect data
Macroevolutionary processes with Uralic language data
Upcoming during AikaSyyni funding 2017-2020:
linguistic dispersal models, landscape genetics approach

Prehistory of the Uralic languages

Combini“g results from different types of IiHQUiStic data Fig. 3. A) 8 dialects of the Finnish language clustered with STRUCTURE,

and various approaches Syrjanen et al. 2016 LDC, B) Relative proportions of extralinguistic
variables explaining dialect differences. Honkola et al. submitted.
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Combi“ing Ia“guage evolution with human ge“etics and Fig. 4. Timing analysis with 100 most stable meanings in BEAST,
archeology compared with temperature fluctuation. Honkola et al. 2013. JEB.
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